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How to Apply
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General College Admissions
All students seeking Funeral Services Associate of Applied Science degree must meet the general admission requirements of Brightpoint Community College prior to acceptance into the program. 
[bookmark: _Toc1628880996]Program Admissions
Brightpoint Community College is an open admission college; however, acceptance into the Funeral Services program is a distinctive application process. Students who have completed all general education prerequisites as well as FNS 110 and FNS 121 can apply in the Spring for Fall admission. All students seeking full admission into the Funeral Services - Associate of Applied Science program must meet the following criteria:
1. To be considered for full admission into the Program, students must:
a. Be 18 years of age or older.
b. Complete all the non-FNS classes as well as FNS 110, FNS 121 (or its equivalent BIO 145) and CHM 110 with a grade of “C” or better. 
c. Have at least a 2.5 cumulative GPA in all courses that count toward the A.A.S. in Funeral Services. Multiple course attempts will be averaged.
d. All official transcripts from high school and other colleges attended must be received by the registrar prior to full admission.
e. Must provide documentation of completion of the Hepatitis-B vaccination series (have completed two of three doses) prior to beginning FNS 113, FNS 114 or FNS 214. Students who do not wish to receive the Hepatitis-B vaccination must sign a declination statement.
2. If there is limited space for admission into the Funeral Services Program, students will be ranked by GPA, the number of general education courses completed, and whether they are currently employed in a funeral home.
Students will be notified by email regarding the status of the application and whether they are or are not accepted into the program.
[bookmark: _Toc1818612376]General Program Requirements
· Students are required to have a dependable internet connection with a webcam and microphone for attendance at scheduled Zoom lectures.
· Students will be required to pay a Student Fee of $150.00 for use of Trajecsys when registering in FNS 113.
· Students will also be required to pay for National Board Examination Practice Tests ($60.00 for Arts, $60.00 for Sciences, total of $120.00) when enrolled in FNS 270.
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Curriculum Requirements – Funeral Services

AAS Degree - 63 Credits

	Course
	Credits

	ACC 211 Principles of Accounting I
	3

	BUS 100 Introduction to Business
	3

	BUS 240 Introduction to Business Law 
	3

	CHM 110 Survey of Chemistry
	3

	ENG 111 College Composition I
	3

	FNS 121 Anatomy for Funeral Services
	3

	FNS 110 Introduction to Funeral Service
	2

	PSY 116 Psychology of Death and Dying
	3

	REL 230 Religions of the World
	3

	SDV 100 College Success Skills
	1

	SOC 200 Introduction to Sociology
	3

	MILESTONE:
Students who complete the above courses are eligible to apply for full admission into the AAS in Funeral Services Program.

	FNS 111 Theory of Embalming I
	3

	FNS 113 Theory of Embalming Laboratory I
	1

	FNS 112 Theory of Embalming II
	3

	FNS 114 Theory of Embalming Laboratory II
	1

	FNS 125 Microbiology for Funeral Service
	3

	FNS 126 Pathology for Funeral Service
	3

	FNS 213 Restorative Art 
	3

	FNS 214 Restorative Art Technical Applications
	1

	FNS 231 Principles of Funeral Management I
	4

	FNS 232 Principles of Funeral Management II
	4

	FNS 236 Funeral Service Law
	3

	FNS 270 Funeral Service Review
	3

	FNS 290 Coordinated Internship
	1

	Total Credits Required
	63
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Degree Progression Timeline
Once students have been formally accepted into the Funeral Services Program and have enrolled in the core classes, they are expected to complete the program requirements in a timely fashion.
· Full-time students must complete core classes within four (4) semesters, including summer.
· Part-time students must complete core classes within Six (6) semesters, including summer.
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Students must maintain a GPA of 2.0 to continue in the Funeral Services Program. If a student’s GPA falls below a 2.0, they will be subject to dismissal. Please refer to the Dismissal Policy.
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The Funeral Services Program grades on a stricter scale than the traditional academic scale. All Funeral Services classes require a grade of C or better, according to the FNS grading scale. Grades are issued at the close of each academic term.
	Grade Letter
	Score

	A
	100 – 94 

	B
	93 – 88

	C
	87 – 80

	D
	79 – 70

	F
	69 – Below
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Proctored Exams
To maintain academic integrity for asynchronous and distance learning classes, all Funeral Services exams are required to be proctored. Web proctoring may be conducted through an approved proctoring software, or by using an approved testing center. The method of proctoring exams is at each instructor’s discretion.
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Students must complete a minimum of 63 credit hours for the AAS degree with a grade of “C” or higher in all program courses. In addition, students must have a GPA of 2.0 to be eligible for graduation.
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Graduating from Brightpoint’s Funeral Services Program allows students to take the National Board Exams. After passing the National Board Exam for Arts and Sciences, students will also be required to complete a 2,000-hour internship and pass the Virginia State Board Exam to fulfill the requirements for the Virginia Board of Funeral Directors and Embalmers and become licensed in Virginia.
All states require funeral directors and embalmers to be licensed. Licensing requirements vary by state, but most require applicants to complete at least 2 years of formal education in a Funeral Services or Mortuary Science program accredited by the ABFSE, serve an internship, and pass both the National Board Exams and a state level qualifying exam. Requirements for professional reciprocity also vary by state. Students interested in a career in funeral service in a state other than Virginia should contact that state’s licensing board for specific requirements.
Acceptance into, continuation in, and graduation from the Brightpoint Community College Funeral Services program does not guarantee employment within a funeral home/mortuary or other related practice associated with funeral service.
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